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The fall is probably one of my favorite times of the year. The 
reason is because with September comes one of my favorite activi-
ties: college football. The fact of the matter is, for many, Saturdays 
in the fall have become a pseudo-religious experience. I am no 
exception. . . When I was in Rome, it did not matter whether OU 
was kicking off at 2:00 in the morning, I was going to make sure I 
watched that game.

But are we giving time to have authentic religious experiences? 
Do we spend countless hours pouring over the football schedule, but 
relatively zero time scanning the liturgical one? Do we put the OU 
vs Texas game or Bedlam on a higher pedestal than Mass?

Now I am not saying that devoting time to watching sports is a 
bad thing. OU football was a way for my dad and I to bond well into 
my adulthood. When I lived in Norman, prior to entering seminary, 
my dad came up for almost every OU home game and that became 
a time for us to get to know each other not as little child and father 
but as adult son and father. I cherish all those moments. Sports 
have a unique way of bringing families closer together, and for that 
they are to be cherished and lauded. But we need to make sure that 
football does not get in the way of the most important event that we 
as families attend on the weekends, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
The Eucharist is more important than football; yes, it is even more 
important than OU, OSU, and even Notre Dame athletics. Make 
sure that Mass is a family priority. If you travel to football games, 
find the Mass schedule for the nearest parish. Make Mass a weekly 
priority. If your favorite NFL team kicks off at noon, go to Mass on 
Saturday or at 8:00 AM. Sure you can still schedule your fall around 
the football schedule, but make sure that Mass is always scheduled. 
Maybe for every football game you go to this fall, you also find time 
to go as many daily masses as games. Football is fun; football is 
great; football is my favorite sport of all time: we should all watch 
more football. But we should also make sure we carve out time for 
Christ and make sure we put Mass first.

—Fr. Will
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tal health resources, especially since the pandemic has 
affected so many in a negative way. Besides that short-
age, there is a need for more bi-lingual counselors. Also 
mentioned were long waiting lists for mental health help, 
the cost of all kinds of prescription drugs and rising food 
costs. 

What comes out of the listening sessions can deter-
mine possible new ministries for our parish, new direc-
tions and new opportunities. 

Based on what is heard in these small group conver-
sations, the parish may change or enhance some of the 
ministries offered right now. We will use the results of 
these conversations to help us shape a mission for our 
parish and perhaps also help shape the work we do with 
other congregations through VOICE on issues that im-
pact families.   

Listening sessions will be an ongoing activity. There 
will also be small group listening sessions scheduled for 
teens and college students. Watch the bulletin, website 
and other sources for future  meetings.

Monica Knudsen

According to records, our parish consists of 1,741 reg-
istered families. Possibly many others regularly attend 
Mass and parish activities and may not be registered. 
How to take the pulse of the parish and know the con-
cerns of individuals in our church, situated as it is in a 
large, metropolitan area such as Oklahoma City? Cre-
ative solutions are needed.

In our small group listening sessions in Beckman Hall 
last July, we listened to each other’s stories and shared 
our own. Certain themes emerged. One that bubbled to 
the top was a concern about our youth. How can we help 
them grow in their faith as they reach their teenage years 
and provide them with spiritual strength and values for 
the rest of their lives? 

How can we retain them in their later teen years as 
they face pressures on their time from jobs, school, 
homework, activities and friends?  How can we prevent 
them from falling into the traps of drugs and alcohol? 
Additional meetings will address these questions. Vivian 
Pence, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator, and Carmen 
Santos-Heinen, Religious Education Director, were on 
hand to offer insights.

Currently our parish offers the following: Totus Tuus 
(Totally Yours), a successful week-long program, was 
offered this summer for elementary through high school 
after a Covid-induced absence of two years. Weekly 
Thursday evening gatherings offer community-build-
ing and fellowship for high schoolers. Community 
service, the sacraments and retreats are all part of the 
youth group experience. For the younger folks, religious 
education classes through the school year and prepara-
tion for the sacraments provide faith formation. We have 
been blessed to have hundreds of children and teens 
make their First Communion and Confirmation over the 
years. 

Father Luschen was on hand to guide the listening 
sessions in English and Spanish. He sat at our tables to 
hear about stresses and pressures facing families and 
individuals. People are dealing with all sorts of diffi-
cult problems. Some concerns are bigger than what one 
parish or ministry can do. Even so, the chance to share 
our burdens, to be heard, unburden our hearts, exchange 
an encouraging hug and perhaps make a new friend, was 
cathartic and comforting. 

Other concerns were expressed about a lack of men-

What Keeps You Up at Night? St. Charles Listening Sessions
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In the informal, unscientific survey I have conducted 
since the sudden death of a friend, I have been baffled 
and surprised at the number of people who told me 
they too do not want a funeral. Because I am not asking 
strangers this question (though it would be an intriguing 
conversation starter) what I am learning is that people of 
my white church-raised, middle-aged, middle-America, 
medium-income demographic are turning away from 
the practice of funerals. The friends I have asked prefer 
a celebration of life, a memorial service, or well, one 
friend just wants a party.

I asked questions to get at the rejection of a funeral. 
Funerals can be celebrations of life and are often con-
sidered a memorial service, but some connotation that 
comes with funeral is what people are rejecting. For 
some it is the Southern manifestation of a funeral with 
casseroles and fellowship hall dinners; another friend 
mentioned having not gone to church enough for the 
minister to know her; one friend simply didn’t want at-
tention on her while grieving for her spouse; my friend, 
who wants a party, grew up in a tradition wherein altar 
calls were common at a funeral and she doesn’t want that 
for her or her husband’s service.

Because I am comfortable at funerals and not uncom-
fortable with death, the discovery that my peers would 
not want us to gather in a house of worship upon their 
passing has really set me to thinking. What is a funeral? 
How did funerals get such a bad reputation? And final-
ly, is this the real face of the statistics about Americans 
turning away from traditional churches?

According to the catechism, a Roman Catholic funeral 
may be conducted in the home, the church or the ceme-
tery and there is latitude for “local customs, the culture, 
and popular piety” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
1686). The elements are (1) the greeting of the commu-
nity, (2) liturgy of the Word, (3 ) if the service is a Mass 
then the liturgy of the Eucharist, and (4) the farewell to 
the deceased.

Consciously or unconsciously, celebrations of life, 
memorial services, and parties center on the deceased. 
Consciously or unconsciously (for the congregation) a 
funeral focuses on the deceased but is centered on eter-
nal life. While it is interesting how we—white church-
raised, middle-aged, middle-America, medium-income 

demographic—may have gotten away from such a 
center, it is not nearly as pertinent as thinking of how we 
can recenter the conversation on “the light of the risen 
Christ” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1688). There 
is no quick fix to the dissolving ties people have to tra-
dition. These are the very topics of evangelization going 
on across our archdiocese and within Christian churches 
around the country.

While I lament this dieing away of a shared religious 
structure, reading the farewell from the Roman Catholic 
funeral I found what also speaks to this metaphorical 
death. “For even dead, we are not at all separated from 
one another, because we all run the same course and we 
will find one another again in the same place. We shall 
never be separated, for we live for Christ, and now we 
are united with Christ as we go toward him . . . we shall 
all be together in Christ’” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church,1690).

Kathy Judge

The Death of the Funeral
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September Saints and Days
03 St. Gregory the Great (Memorial)
04 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
05 Labor Day
08 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Feast)
09 St. Peter Claver; (Memorial)
10 (BVM)
11 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
12 [The Most Holy Name of Mary]
13 St. John Chrysostom; (Memorial)
14 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross; (Feast)
15 Our Lady of Sorrows; (Memorial)
16 Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian; (Memorial)
17 [St. Robert Bellarmine; St. Hildegard of Bingen]
18 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
19 [St. Januarius]
20	 Ss.	Andrew	Kim	Tae-gŏn	and	Paul	Chŏng	Ha-sang	
 and Companions; (Memorial)
21 St. Matthew; (Feast)
23 St. Pius of Pietrelcina; (Memorial)
24 (BVM)
25 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
26 [Ss. Cosmas and Damian]
27 St. Vincent de Paul; (Memorial)
28 [St. Wenceslaus; St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions]
29 Ss. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels; (Feast)
30 St. Jerome; (Memorial)

A Prayer for the New School Year

Jesus, called Teacher in the gospels, 
bless this new school year.

May administrators take the opportunity 
to minister within their buildings, 
fostering creativity and scholarship.

May teachers create classrooms that are a safe place 
for the hard work and vulnerability of learning.

May students be introduced to interests
that inspire them. And may they even bother 
to learn the stuff that they can not imagine 
will one day be relevant.

May	hallways	and	lunchrooms	and	ball	fields	
become playgrounds of new friendships. 
And when, hearts get bruised, please grant 
students the perspective to realize
both their friends and their enemies 
are young, inexperienced people too.

For a happy, healthy year, we pray in your name, 
Jesus.
Amen
       mkj

Saint Pope John Paul II’s Prayer for Peace

Lord Jesus Christ, who are called the Prince of Peace,
 who are yourself our peace and reconciliation,
who so often said, “Peace to you,” grant us peace.

Make all men and women witnesses of truth,
justice, and brotherly love.
Banish from their hearts whatever might endanger peace.

Enlighten our rulers that they may
guarantee and defend the great gift of peace. 
May all peoples on the earth
become as brothers and sisters.
May longed for peace blossom forth
and reign always over us all.

Amen
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4:00 PM 
Newsletter Meeting,     

Kastner Room

12:00 PM WSC         
Day Bunco in C

5:30 PM Classes      
de Diabetes 

Mtg A/B

7:00 PM RICA

9:00 AM Class 
PreBautismal en 

Beckman Hall

6:00 PM Social 
Ministry Board in 

A/B

9:45 AM Food 
Bank Delivery

Labor Day 
no school

3:00 PM WSC 
Meeting in C

11:00 AM       
Baptisms 
English

9:15 AM-10:40 AM 
RE/Confirmation 

Classes

7:00 PM Journey        
of Faith

7:00 PM Baptismal 
Seminar EN                          

in Mtg Room C

7:00 PM Talleres  
de Oración Mtg C

7:00 PM Talleres  
de Oración Mtg C

7:00 PM Talleres  
de Oración Mtg C

7:00 PM Talleres  
de Oración Mtg C

7:00 PM Journey        
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey        
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey        
of Faith

5:30 PM Finance Board

7:00 PM                    
Parish Council

4:00 PM Clinic

7:00 PM Choir 
Practice

6;30 PM Holiday            
Program Meeting 

KR

7:00 PM Choir 
Practice

5:30 PM           
Stewardship     

Meeting-Kastner 
Room

4:00 PM Clinic

6:30 PM Cathlic 
Social Justice        

Committee - KR

7:00 PM Choir 
Practice

7:00 PM Choir 
Practice

6:15 PM-7:40 PM 
RE/Confirmation 

Classes

6:30 PM                           
Liturgy Committee

5:30 PM Classes      
de Diabetes 

Mtg A/B

7:00 PM RICA

5:30 PM Classes      
de Diabetes 

Mtg A/B

7:00 PM RICA

5:30 PM Classes      
de Diabetes 

Mtg A/B

7:00 PM RICA

5:30 PM Classes      
de Diabetes 

Mtg A/B

7:00 PM RICA

No School 
Teacher 
Inservice

9:00 AM Class 
PreBautismal en 

Beckman Hall

9:00 AM Catholic 
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic 
Worker Delivery

6:00 PM                 
Hot Dogs and Bingo

11:00 AM       
Baptismos 
Español
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We, your newletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Fr. Will Banowsky,                 
Michael Carpenter, Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Margaret Phipps

print shop: Karen Flores, Jennifer Hernandez-Reyes

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N. Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org

Humilitas
ppppp

Parish Life
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New Parishioners-July
Omar Aguirre & Olivia Gonzalez

Marcelo & Erika Alvarez
Reynaldo Aranda & Sara Jimenez

Eder Bonilla & Digna Santizo
Selina Calderon

Jesus Castaneda & Maria Garza
Flaviano & Elizabeth Delgado
Jose Esparza & Juana Garcia

Heidi Estrada
Daniel & Cecilia Garcia

Juan Garcia & Lucero Ramirez
Maximino Jasso & Maria Huerta

Charles & Karla Keogh
Rafael Landeros & Maribel Duarte

Lucas & Alejandra Lopez
Julian Macias & Monica de Macias

Eusebio & Juana Martinez
Francisco Mendez & Beatriz Castañeda

Fidencio & Erika Mendoza
Reynaldo Mojica & Rosa Valenciano 

Jorge & Sonia Muñoz
Ignacio Pasillas & Alejandrina Garcia

Maria Ramirez
Lucia Ramos
Maria Silva

Sean & Joey Warner

Baptisms-July
Elizabeth Arianna Mancera

Ainhoa Elizabeth Martinez De Loera
Natalia Kamila Calderon Reyes
Emilia Maribel Calderon Reyes

Maria Sophia Landeros
Melina Guadalupe Cruz-Hernandez

Jorge Rafael Cruz-Hernandez
Rosario Luis Ramos

Emmanuel De Loera Ramos
Juliet Esmeralda Laguna

Anniversaries-September
Sept.           Anniv.
05    Patrick and Elizabeth Determan    53
07    Steve and Joey Muth     26
08    Michael and Maria Dionaldo    21
15    Manuel and Maria Garcia    47
17    Mark and Catherine Myers    34
20    John and Josephine Addai    24
28    Mathew and Rosita Graves    27
29    Larry and Andrea Schwab   24
29    Christopher and Kimberly Miller   21

Deaths-July
Patra Simmons 1111111
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Weddings-July

Christian Flores & Isela Lopez


